
Reflections on Stewardship 

 

Here is my basic question about Stewardship, the money part, that is. Time and talents are another 

conversation. Should I give more to the church than I give to other needs in this community? I do, and I have 

read that most Americans do give the most money to our churches and religious institutions. Father Gray 

helped me by urging us to give to the church which keeps the Jesus story alive, the only institution embracing 

hope and not despair, telling us to choose peace over arguments and war, daring to proclaim that to die is to 

live and that to give away is to live abundantly—you know, that scandalous and outrageous Jesus way. I 

understand the important issue of keeping the Jesus story and our particular faith community alive, so I give 

to St. Peter’s. I get it. But then I think about the call of Jesus to side with the losers, not the winners—the 

abused women and children, the people still going hungry in Nassau County, the couch surfers with no 

permanent homes, the diabetics without medication, etc., etc. Wasn’t Jesus always on the side of the suffering 

and the marginalized? So have I given enough? And where? 

Carolyn Phanstiel 

 

 

Two men got stranded on a desert island.  One man found some shade under a palm tree and took a nap.  The 

other started working to get them rescued.  He gathered drift wood and piled it up on the beach so he could 

start a fire if he saw a ship or plane.  He gathered other debris and spelled out “HELP” on the beach so it could 

be seen by a plane.  He climbed to the top of the island’s tallest tree and tied a sheet so it would blow in the 

wind and hopefully be seen.  He started getting irritated because the other man was not helping, and decided 

to confront him.  When he asked the man why he was not helping him, the man said.  “I don’t have to do all 

of that work to get rescued because I tithe.  A couple of years ago I made $100,000 and I gave 10% of that to 

my church.  Last year I made $1,000,000 and I gave 10% of that to my church.  This year I will make $10,000,000 

and I will give 10% of that to my church.  So you see, I don’t have to do all of that work to get rescued, my 

rector is going to find me.” 

This mythical story would seem to indicate that our value to our church is determined by what we contribute 

to it.  A more accurate statement would be that what we are willing to give to God through His church, 

indicates God’s value to us. 

When I was a very young boy my mother gave me some money to do my Christmas shopping.  I bought her a 

ceramic dish that she could have kept thing like bobby pins and buttons in.  I was so proud of my gift and 

could hardly wait to see her open it.  A few days before Christmas I was in her bedroom and saw that she 

already had a ceramic dish like the one I had bought her.  On Christmas morning when I gave her my gift to 

open, I was almost in tears.  I said,”I don’t think you will like what I got you; I didn’t know you already had 

one.”  When she opened my gift she gave me a hug and told me that my gift was her favorite gift she had gotten 

that Christmas.  That may seem strange, my gift was bought with her money, it was something she did not 

need, and it was her favorite gift.  The reason was that she saw into my heart and knew how much I loved her 

and how inadequate I felt my gift was.  That is also the way it is when we give our gifts to God.  Remember: 

“All things come of thee O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.” 



In the last couple of years I have changed my perception of why my gifts of time, talent, and treasure to God 

are important.  My gifts to God are an indicator of my commitment and love towards God.  Two definitions 

of Stewardship I like are, “Using the gifts God has given us to do the work God is calling us to do”.  And, What 

I do, with all that I have, after I say, "I believe."  Those that love much give much, and those that love little give 

little.  God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son. 

There are churches that almost all of their income goes for salaries and maintaining their facilities.  We at St. 

Peter's are fortunate to be able to support a ministry with so many activities for our members and community.  

We have a variety of worship opportunities with great preaching.  We have a strong and very successful youth 

ministry.  We have high quality Christian Formation opportunity for youth and adults.  We give outreach 

grants to organizations that assist the less fortunate in our community.  We have youth and adult mission 

trips.  We are fortunate to be able to support these ministries by giving our time, talent, and treasure to St. 

Peter's parish.  What we give is our way of thanking God for all of the blessings He has given us. 

Ray Talbird 

 

 

I have heard the word stewardship for several years, but, I'm not sure I understand what its true meaning 

is.  Stewardship can be open for interpretation. To me, it is a way that an individual can ensure God's work 

can be done in our church, in our community and throughout the world to benefit others.  I have been lucky 

enough to have had many blessings for which I am most grateful.  God's grace of family, friends, a church 

home, health, education and opportunity are for which I am most thankful.  I have always been taught that 

God loves us unconditionally; and that he puts us on earth to be like Him-to love and serve others.  It's as if 

stewardship is our way to  use our time, talents, and resources to "pay it forward" to make the world  better 

place.  Several years ago when our family moved to Fernandina, we started attending St. Peter's right away.  It 

has always been a place where I have felt welcomed and encouraged to help my faith grow.  It is a place where 

I have shared many fun times with people I love and it will always have a special place in my heart.   

 

Sarah Grace Richardson 

 

 

In preparing to write this reflection, I am very thankful for the definitions for stewardship that were provided 

to us.  The version of the definition I really identified with is "the careful and responsible management of 

something entrusted to one's care."   

There are so many levels we can express stewardship, whether at a global, national, regional, or local 

level.  But, regardless of the level, stewardship takes active participation.  A person has to consciously make a 

choice to become actively involved in order to carefully and responsibly manage something entrusted to his 

or her care.  



Sometimes that is where I think we fall short.  It seems that, in many circumstances, we don't feel it our duty 

to actively participate.  It is far easier to be an arm chair quarterback and grumble about the outcome instead 

of being an active participant and influencing the outcome. 

If you are reading this, well, you probably care about your Christian community.  If we identify ourselves as 

Christians, then we are part of a Christian community, in our case, the St. Peters Christian community.  With 

that identification, we have the duty to carefully and responsibly manage the community we care about.  We 

have the duty to actively participate, to give something back to our community and friends.  

At the core of active participation is a little bit of Time.  It takes a little bit of committed time to our shared 

community.  Just as you would think about your household budget, think about your time - where are you 

spending it?  Are you getting the most productivity out of the time you have?  Don't you think you can carve 

out some hours to give back to your Christian community?  Where can you apply those hours to have the 

greatest impact?  How many hours / year do you want to give? 

Actively participating at St. Peters is simple and easy.  There are so many wonderful ministries that can have 

a positive effect on not only our St. Peters community, but also many of the levels of stewardship we identify 

with.  St. Peters ministries affect many within communities local and away.  Mission Trips, Youth 

Chaperones, Kairos, Interfaith Dinner Network, and Cold Night Shelter are just a few that come to top of 

mind where active participation is the key requirement. 

Our St. Peters community is entrusted to our care.  Our duty as a steward of St. Peters is to participate.  A 

challenge for us all is to find at least one - one ministry where you can spend some time with your fellow St. 

Peters community members. 

 Trey Warren  

  

 

St. Peter's is a place … 

We are a place for the responsible overseeing and protection of something worth caring for. 

“What are all these cars parked here?”  

“What's going on today at St. Peter's?” 

People are learning centering prayer  

Knitters are making prayer shawls  

EFMers are grappling with Biblical texts 

Children are squealing and cavorting in the courtyard 

Teenagers are playing and running on the lawn in front of their youth center. We give our young people a 
safe environment where they receive guidance and encouragement during a challenging period of their lives. 



Singers are learning to be a choir to help with worship 

Altar flowers are being separated so volunteers can deliver bouquets to home-bound friends  

People with eating and drinking problems are learning ways to heal their demons 

The Coalition for the Homeless is planning ways to provide for our beautiful island's homeless population 

Teams of parishioners are cooking and serving for families who need a wholesome meal at the Salvation 
Army's Hope House 

Vacation Bible School is offering a happy and educational summer treat. 

St. Peter's is a place where we share our love for God by caring for others. St. Peter's offers a haven where all 
are welcome and everyone is invited to share in God's grace. YOU are St. Peter's and we are your place. 

Anonymous 
 


