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Dear People of St. Peter’s Parish, 
 

How exciting it is for us to be engaged in a Capital Campaign.  This 
historic church has been a part of Amelia Island for almost 160 
years.  Through those years, St. Peter’s has been a place of worship, a 
community of support, and a family of spiritual growth.  We have 
seen Fernandina through the Civil War, Reconstruction, the Great 
Depression, and the Civil Rights Movement.  Our church has contin-
ued as a cornerstone of this community during the hard times and 
the good times.  Those who came before us made sure that each gen-
eration would take care of the property entrusted to them so the min-
istry of Jesus Christ here at St. Peter’s could continue.  Imagine the 
dedication it took to rebuild our church from fire only ten years after 
being built, or the courage it took to see this church through the inte-
gration of St. Peter’s and Good Shepherd Church.   
 

Now we find ourselves in a time of growth.  Our property is being used more than ever by groups 
who seek to serve: from Alcoholics Anonymous and the Homeless Coalition to our own ministries 
like The Seekers, Monday School, Daughters of the King, and Brotherhood of St. Andrew.  Our 
youth programs have seen an increase in participation as well and we are nurturing the faith of 
many teenagers.  Our worship services are full and varied as we seek to be the Episcopal Church 
for many in Nassau County.  What this means is that we are using our property to its fullest.  Like 
the generations before us, we have a responsibility to maintain this property and to maintain a  
vision for the future.   
 

To do this, we must have a capital campaign which is themed Foundation for the Future: Forward 
in Faith.  The theme indicates our intent to continue forward into the future with the foundation 
we are laying.  This foundation will ensure that St. Peter’s continues to be a place of worship, care, 
and formation in this community.  Every effort has been made to be good stewards throughout the 
preparation for the campaign.  The property has been meticulously evaluated to see where we need  
updating.  The congregation was engaged on multiple levels to discern the vision of our parishion-
ers for this church.  We have sought to be mindful of expenses by designing and printing all mate-
rials in house.  We also used the resources of our diocese by asking Doug Walker to help guide our 
campaign instead of hiring an outside company.  For Doug’s services, we will be giving a portion of 
our campaign income to the Diocese.  These monies will go directly to the foundation to maintain 
the ministries of our Diocese, which include Camp Weed.  Preparation for the capital campaign 
has been approached prayerfully and intentionally to make it a great success for our church now 
and a gift to future generations.  In this brochure you will find the exciting projects that will be a 
part the campaign.  Please read it carefully and consider giving generously to the Foundation for 
the Future. 
 
 
Blessings, 

 
 

 

The Rev. Stephen Mazingo 
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The History of  
Our Parish 

 
The church was organized as a mission in 1858 and was con-
secrated the following year by the Rt. Rev. Francis Huger 
Rutledge, first Bishop of Florida. During the Civil War it was 
used by Federal forces occupying Fernandina and many of its 
interior possessions were lost. The building was restored to sa-
cred use during the Reconstruction Period and used for ser-
vices until the new church building was completed in 1881.  
The old Church building then became Good Shepherd Church 
for use by the African American congregation.  The new 
church building was destroyed by fire in 1892. The present 
neo-Gothic church was completed in 1893.  
 

Descriptions of our church’s history can be found on the historic markers on Atlantic Ave-
nue and Ninth Street. While the markers tells the story of the buildings, they cannot tell the 
story of its people. From the original reconstruction after the fire, to monetary gifts given to 
the glory of God we have cared for this historic sanctuary.  
 
In the past five years, we have grown from an average Sunday attendance of 215 to an aver-
age Sunday attendance of 315. Together with the long-time parishioners, these new mem-
bers have given our community a rich fabric of young, old, women, men, nuclear families 
and extended, differing ethnicities, single and married. We all are committed to this church 
with its varied Christian gifts and its extensive outreach to our wider community. We also 
are committed to keeping this church as a beautiful space for the worship of God and the 
spread of the Gospel of Christ. 
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Visionary & Key Gifts 
 

In the Gospels, we are told that Jesus’ ministry was supported through major gifts from 
women who followed His way.  Jesus had a mission, and these women wanted to fund it.  
These key donors found that the vision they had for their money overlapped with what Jesus 
was trying to do.  [Two thousand years later, members of St. Peter’s see Jesus ministering 
among and through the Church and ask where His mission overlaps with what they want to 
accomplish with their resources.] 
 
Some of us can make significant gifts over a few years and above an annual pledge to repair 
our buildings and provide tools for our mission.  It may be $5,000 or $5 million.  Key gifts 
begin when you, the donor, want to share your resources and are looking for a place or a 
program where you can realize that vision.   
 
Discernment for a capital campaign began in February 2016 with a vestry retreat.  The St. 
Peter’s Vestry agreed unanimously that now is the right time for a capital campaign.  The 
Vestry agreed that the executive director of the Diocesan Foundation will serve as consult-
ant and St. Peter’s will make a gift to the Diocesan Foundation for his services. The vestry 
was able to identify projects from maintenance to vision.  Following two congregational 
meetings, the parish pinpointed the needs and desires of St. Peter’s. 
 
On the following pages you will find a menu of key areas of our mission and how we can 
fund them.  The ministry of this church is your ministry.  You may see opportunities for  
giving in these vital and exciting projects that inspire you.   
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The Church Building ~ $85,000 
 

Our church building is a beautiful, beloved, historic, treasured foundation for our worship 
community.  Even with the care and quality construction with which it was built -- and has 
been maintained -- we must make improvements and repairs to ensure its continued use for 
us and for generations to come.  Entrances are unsafe and insecure, and our bell tower must 
be stabilized. We are facing the need to maintain, replace, and upgrade systems and  
fixtures. 
 

† Provide stained glass maintenance, stabilize the bell tower, repair the sacristy door/stoops,  
     miscellaneous cleaning and maintenance 
† Repair Atlantic Street and organ door entrances   
† Refinish the wood floors, replace the aisle carpet runner    
† Replace HVAC units  
† Upgrade lighting 
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The Youth Center ~ $350,000 
 

Our vibrant, engaged, and important youth program has its own space, yet that space also 
serves as a community resource. Our youth program needs more usable space! With an  
average attendance of 65 youth each Sunday, 25-35 high schoolers on Tuesday morning, 
and visiting youth for Happening and mission trips, we are committed to expanding the 
working area for youth programs. To provide open community space — both for the whole 
church family and youth and visiting programs — we will look to expand and add func-
tional space. 

 
† Add functional space, expand bathrooms, and add office         
† Replace roof, add insulation, make repairs and maintenance  
 to Wood Youth Building        
† Replace existing windows and doors             
† Replace HVAC units                   
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The Harrison Organ ~ $180,000  
 
Built in 1893, but refurbished and repaired last in 
the 1980s, our magnificent Harrison Organ offers 
the basis for our musical worship.  Its vibrant, 
acoustically real tones are found only in pipe organs 
of its caliber. The years since its last repairs have 
made it more important to add and replace stops, sell 
the Roger’s Electric organ that was purchased in a 
different phase, and provide more room, sight lines 
and access for the congregation, the choir, and the 
musicians. By incorporating these changes, the music 
director will be able to see not only the congregation 
and priests, but also the choir. These modifications 
also will provide a more full sound to our organ and make it possible for our music director 
— and visiting organists — to play with full access.  

 

 The Christian Education/ 
Office Building ~ $315,000 

 

The Christian Education building, which is 
used for our formation classes, church 
groups exploring the Bible and theological 
issues, and by multiple community groups, 
is in need of substantial attention. The 
steps cause safety hazards.  Roofing, bath-
rooms, corridors and systems are in need 
of replacement or repair. It is the first time 
since the building was constructed that we 
will undertake major maintenance and  
repairs and updates for the exterior,  
bathrooms and classrooms.  
 
 
 

 

† Replace and insulate the roof                 
† Refurbish and upgrade bathrooms        
† Repair/replace stairway, repair/paint upper corridor ceiling 
† Repair, paint and replace carpeting in classrooms and office   
† Replace HVAC units and control system    
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Burns Hall ~ $195,000  
 
One of the major components of our church campus, Burns Hall is used almost daily for 
Sunday breakfast, bereavement luncheons, parish-wide events, Vacation Bible School,  
children’s Christmas services, and adult classes. The hall also is rented by organizations,  
individuals and groups for large functions including seminars, fund-raisers for non-profits, 
family reunions, and wedding receptions. With the major, ongoing, and frequent activities, 
Burns Hall improvements and maintenance are essential.  One of the most extensive needs 
for Burns Hall is a new roof. 
 
† Refurbish and update bathrooms       
† Replace and insulate roof        
† Miscellaneous functional and cosmetic maintenance      
† Repair access stair and walkway at north entrance to Courtyard    

† Replace Parlor and Kennard Library HVAC   
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Charitable Foundation of 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church ~ 
$400,000 
 

The St. Peter’s Charitable Foundation is an endowment fund whose purpose is to preserve 
and strengthen St. Peter’s Episcopal Church’s mission in the community. The Foundation is 
in a building phase, as we work toward having a principal that will provide funds for  
ongoing maintenance to the St. Peter’s buildings, cemetery upkeep and maintenance, and 
support for the ministry of the church. The Capital Campaign will help the Foundation 
achieve this goal and make the campaign reach not just into the immediate future but into 
the far-reaching future as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contingency for Building Projects, 
Diocesan Foundation Donation, 
and Capital Campaign Expenses - 
$300,000 
 

As with all building projects, a contingency plan is included in the Capital Campaign to  
cover possible fluctuations in cost of  building supplies or unforeseen issues that may arise.  
The donation to the Diocesan Foundation was explained in the first pages of this brochure.  
The amount donated to the Foundation will directly impact programs in our diocese.  Great 
care has been given to keep campaign expenses low by utilizing the services of the Director 
of the Diocesan Foundation and designing and printing campaign materials in-house.  
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Why Now? 
 

For years, our parish has maintained our historic and large campus. Now, however, it is time 
to commit to the major renovations, repairs, maintenance and modernization that are above 
and beyond what the annual budget allows.  The structural and safety issues throughout the 
campus need to be addressed now.  This campaign also offers a time to build and expand 
our property for the growing ministry of our church.  We want to ensure that the blessings 
of St. Peter’s remain intact now and for generations to come. We have formed a foundation 
for the future. Now it is time to move forward in faith. 
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Potential Naming  
 Opportunities 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in one of the naming opportunities,  

please contact the church office and a member of the  
Capital Campaign Committee will  be in touch with you personally. 

Burns Hall 
† Kitchen 
 
Sanctuary 
† Organ console 
† Chimes (Reserved) 
† Organ keys and pedals 
† Bishop’s Chair 
† Pulpit 
† Lectern 
 
Sacristy 
† Windows (East) 
 
Field Space 
 
Courtyard 
 
Two Porticos 
 

Creation Station (Room 103) 
 
Godly Play (Room 102) 
 
Christian Formation Building 
 
Administration Building 
† Parish Administrator’s office 
† Hall of Rectors 
† Children’s and Christian  
     Formation office 
† Assistant Rector’s office 
 
Youth Center 
† Expanded Complex 
† Two Breakout Rooms 
† Youth Director’s Office 
† New Kitchen 
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
801 Atlantic Avenue 

Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034 
904.261.4293   

www.stpetersparish.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


